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Just Thinkin’

Every now and then it falls my lot in life to go to the grocery store. It’s not that I particularly like going to the grocery store and it is not
even that I really want to go to the grocery store. Most of my trips to the grocery store are made because of necessity. Someone once said,
“Necessity is the mother of invention.” Well, necessity is also the main reason I go to the grocery store. It has been a real learning
experience and has caused me to have an even greater appreciation for my wife’s amazing ability to care for our family through the years.
None of us ever went hungry...well, let me amend that...there was the time, as a young bride, she made cheese soufflé and I, as a young
husband, couldn’t figure out what it was and decided I didn’t like it. That was a teachable moment for me because she didn’t offer to fix
anything else and | am quite certain that [ went to bed hungry that night.

Among other things, I’ve discovered most food products sold by grocery stores have an expiration date printed on the package, wrapper, or
box. I suppose this falls into the category of “enlightened consumerism” and there probably are people among us who really do need to be
told even the most obvious things. If you remember a time when there was no such thing as a warning label or expiration date on food,
you’ve likely already celebrated your sixtieth birthday. I remember the days when, if you applied a little common sense, you would readily
know whether something had reached its expiration date or not. In college I roomed with three other guys. We all chipped in and bought a
used refrigerator and we established a strict rule based on the “see, feel, smell test”: if anything in the fridge turned green or black or fuzzy, if
it began exuding an odor that caused the nose to burn and eyes to water the first to find it was to throw it out. No one needed a printed label
to tell us something had expired. We could see it and smell it and simply knew it...except for that time my buddy, much to his regret, ate an
egg salad sandwich without opening the bread slices to apply the see, feel, or smell test to the egg salad. Common sense prevented the
ingestion of expired food...usually.

Perhaps expiration dates are useful pieces of information, but I do wonder if some things are labeled “expired” before their time. That is as
true for people as it is for consumable products. It is certainly true of the Christ-life and Kingdom service of a believer. Among the new
acquaintances at my little seminary student pastorate was an amiable fellow in his seventies who caught me in the parking lot the first
Sunday morning to explain that he had retired from his work life and had retired from the church as well. He had served as a deacon, but no
more. He had been a men’s Sunday School teacher, but no more. He used to sing in the choir, but no more. His availability and service to the
Lord had expired.

Then there was Margaret who had rocked babies in the church nursery for years. When the church went through a period when there were
no babies in the nursery, Margaret said, “Well preacher, I guess the Lord just doesn’t need my help anymore.” Margaret thought her service
to the Lord had expired.

And Lisa. Lisa had played the organ for worship for nearly thirty years. I know some folk do not like organs in church. In fact, I have a
pastor friend whom I heard say, “I don’t mind an organ in church...as long as it is down at the end of the hallway where no one can get to it.”
However most of us were reared in churches with organs and many of us still enjoy a skilled organist who lifts the Lord in worship by his or
her music. Lisa showed up in my office on Monday morning (I’ve discovered Monday mornings are never good for making significant
decisions.) saying, “I’ll continue to play until you find a replacement. I’m just tired. I don’t want to do this anymore.” Lisa had found herself
presumed upon by music ministers, frustrated by prima donnas in the choir, cold in her spiritual life, and stressed by a demanding husband
that no longer supported the exercise of her spiritual gifts by saying, “I want you to stop running up to the church all the time. I’m retired now
and I want you to stay home with me.”

On the other hand, I’ve known many saints who have determined to keep on loving the Lord and serving the Lord in some way or another
no matter what the circumstances may have been...like my 90 year old friend in Kentucky who used to play the piano for gospel quartets.
Now her daughter takes her to church and when she can, she still plays piano “specials” at revivals and homecomings and once a week at the
nursing home. I once told her that if she ever needed a little extra money, she could play honkey tonk at a well known local watering hole...
to which she promptly replied, “Well preacher, where do you think I got my start?”

Or my friend Gene Helton who, as a newly married young man, got his overall’s leg caught in the power train of a tractor as he worked one
summer on his father-in-law’s farm. Gene was jerked from the ground, tossed round and round, pounded into the dirt and had his left leg
shattered and shredded. He almost bled to death and had his leg amputated nearly at the hip. Gene could have crawled into a black hole of the
spirit, allowed his soul to shrivel up, and die bitter and lonely. Instead he got a prosthetic leg, went to Bible school, and became a servant
leader in the church. I was honored and immensely helped as he served as my Associate Pastor in Worship and Ministry.

Expired from serving the Lord. There is no such thing in heaven or on earth for the saint of God. God knows your circumstances as well as
your heart’s desire. He has some place, some ministry, some something somewhere that He can use you for His glory and your sake.

Charles Clark

FEBRUARY 10 & |1, 2012

CCM)A H. E{G/?\SGW EQNLDJ q SIMULCAST wi DAVID PLATT
sere e | e COMING

o DLLUINL S 000 FRIDAY
$ DE S e B s o N
7:00pm  Session | 9:00am  Session 3 COST $8, INCLUDES STUDY GUIDE

PER COUPLE 8:00pm  Session 2 10:30am Session 4 [;MI.N[]ZZ]ZMN[] REEISTER
baphisk church - griffin, ga
Tickets can be purchased in the Church office or by calling 770-227-2442.




NEWS FROM CHURCHES

[ NI NN NN Wﬁﬁimﬁﬁﬁmmwmwﬁwiﬁmmwﬁwm. S0

o]
. E Southside Baptist: Servant Leader Path
q

E First Baptist Orchard Hill is looking for a bi-vocational or part time ‘,
i A LeaderPath Peer Learning Community will begin in March 2012. The
‘H service with traditional hymns and modern hymns. Contact Pastor ‘Hf community offers a process of personal and professional Christ-like leader-

1 music director. Must be able to lead a choir and praise group. Blended A‘
i1 Nelson Grist 770-228-3939 or email at orchardhill@bellsouth.net pff ship development. It is designed to expand the influence of Kingdom leaders

........... ioro S orororcs oS o Eﬁm and to move leaders to a missional mindset by:
| - Transforming their leadership point of view.

IE:} East Gr‘iffin Baptist is looking for an Organist for the Sunday AM & IEH - Strengthening their personal character.

‘[’1 PM S_erv1ces. Ple_ase call Mike Tilley at 770-584-4865 or email him at ‘ﬁH - Enhancing their ability to inspire confidence in those they lead.

¢ mtmtilley7@gmail.com 1| This community will be a group of pastors willing to commit to read

E = = = j leadership texts and meet regularly for discussion and encouragement.
| New Hope Baptist Church Presents a Spiritual Enrichment Seminar There will be an 1pfonr}at10nal meeting early in .February. Any _pastor

¢ . .. L interested in participating should contact Rev. Tim Conort 770-227-8725
SeminarTopic: Are Mormons Christians?

E Date: Saturday February 25™ 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Snack lunch or Dr. Mark Sellers 770-228-1933 by January 16, 2012.

| provided)

1 Overview: With the ongoing media attention directed to the candidates
competing to be the Republican Candidate for President, there have been
a lot of questions surfacing about Faith in Politics. One huge question
iﬁ has been whether Mormons are Christians? It is the purpose of this

seminar to consider this topic and provide some biblical based guidance.
There is no cost to attend this seminar and a snack lunch will be

E provided. Please contact the church office at 770-227-2529 leave a

g message with your name, contact number and how many will be :1: Roger Slaughter and Rodney Dozier as deacons. Dr. Charles Clark to bring

| attending. www.newhopez.com for more information. 11 the evening message and Gene Milam to bring the charge to the deacons. A

| About the Speaker: Brother Kenneth Carter has been serving at New

E Hope as a Sunday School teacher for several years & is employed with
| the Pike County Board of Education as Director of Finance. Brother
| Carter isa graduate of Southern Evangelical Seminary where he

1 received a Master’s Degree in Apologetics.
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HOak Hill Baptist: Super Seniors The 2nd Monday of each month.

11 AM—1 PM Open to all. For information call 770-227-5974 or on-line
at www.oakhillbaptist.org

i1 ON Feb 26th, 6:00 p.m. Rehoboth Baptist Church will be ordaining

0

Liberty Hill Baptist will resume "Centershot Ministry" in February.
-Archery Skills & Biblical Application led by Chuck Conkle. Call
Church office, 770-946-3238, or check www.libertyhillbaptist.org
for more information. "Making Christ the Target of our Lives"
-Mike Patterson, Pastor.

e

First Baptist Zebulon will sponsor and host a Couples Retreat in Mexico
Beach, Florida May 4-7. Retreat includes transportation, some meals,
teaching sessions and lodging. There will be a day of fishing for the men and
shopping for the ladies. Highlight of the retreat will be a vow renewal
ceremony on Cape San Blas Beach, voted America's most beautiful
beach. For a free informative brochure, please email Ed Hoard at
edhoard@yahoo.com.

=

@1 I wanted you all to be aware that the Association will not be hosting a VBS
Open House this year. We have tightened the budget and regret that this is
one of the areas cut. If any of you are hosting a VBS Clinic of any kind I
would like to announce it in the Forecaster and make it available to other
churches in the Association. Thanks, Vicki Keirns 770-227-0155

March Birthdays 5 Jessie Dasher— Rehoboth
22 Dan Jones— Lighthouse
30 Jeff Yearwood— Faith
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LISBON BAPTIST WILDWOOD BAPTIST McINTOSH BAPTIST CARVER ROAD FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH BAPTIST CHURCH CHURCH ORCHARD
HILL
Is in need of a Full time Looking for a bi-vocational i.s s.eeking part—t'ime Is seeking a Full Time . .
Pastor Pastor. Mmlster.of Musw and youth pastor. Is seeking part-time or
R b Please send resumes to Call P P}'{‘,“]'(St' hitlock Send your resume to: bi-vocational music
esume.skmay e sent to Harold Betsill al 9astog ; 1; Whit (()10 at Carver Road Baptist director.
% Li é\/h ]ZB(t)WfrCh h 950 County Line Church Rd. 773)7(2)575(7)-6 980 » of S'flln y at Church Contact Pastor
o Lisbon Baptist Churc iffin. GA 30223-5513 -227- , or mail resume | - 998-
1662 Hwy 85 South Griffin, G to 2222 W. Mclntosh Rd., 334 Carver Rd Nelson Grist 770-228-3939

i i Griffin, GA 30224-3943 or email at
e Griffin, GA 30223. orchardhill@bellsouth.net
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. Regretfully, due to budget cuts, we will not . 3 Associational R A Ragde
|beh0st1ngVBSOpenHousethlsyear Wel /l( ﬁ 4-1 1 Week of Prayer for Nojfrt
Iare sorry for any inconvenience this mayI 10 R A Reg i onal Race @ Clam

cause you. 12 Pastorés Luncheon @ RJya
iSincerely, Dr. Clark and Vicki Keirns T @ TN 17 R A State Race @ Camp| K
e M et e T | R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R AR A AR R R AR

- race setbefore us...© :E Luella Student to Sing at Carnegie Hall and it’s one of our own! Rachel Stokes is .g
unhindered! 4 the daughter of Bill & Anita Stokes, Pastor at Teamon Baptist Church. Rachel is a 16 43
R 33 year old Sophmore and has been selected to take part in the 2012 American High School :g
- ) .lg Honors Performance Series at Carnegie Hall, in New York City. Participation is limited .g
) <@ to the highest-rated high school performers from across North America. For 6 days §
Date: Tuesday, Feb 21,2012 o
ate: THesday, Tebruaty .E (Feb. 8-13) she will study under master conductors. What an exciting time for Rachel E
Time & Meal:  6:00 PM Bring a covered dish -g and her parents! -g
Dessert & drink provided | 8 SR BRERRERORRERLRRRRERNRRRRLRRRRERRRRLRRRR LN
Program: 7:00 PM :
Place: Crestview Baptist Church Union Baptist Church Mission House

1670 N. Expressway
Griffin, GA 30223

Come and share what your church has done in
missions & ministries and hear how other church-
es in the Flint River Association are sharing God’s
love too.

Good Music-Good Food-Inspirational Speaker
Great Fellowship

We want to know what missions/ministries your
church has been a part of in 2010. By February
10th send a brief description of the mission/
ministry, the number of persons involved and the
name of your church to Joyce Bradley, 4329 Old
Atlanta Rd, Griffin, GA 30223;
or phone 404-248-7315; or
e-mail: joycebradley4@bellsouth.net.
Churches will be recognized the night of the
celebration. Let’s Celebrate together'

Hebrewg2 12:
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Flint River Baptist Association
568 Baptist Camp Road
Griffin, GA 30223-5722

Does your church support missionaries on the field who might need
place to stay when they are home visiting or on furlough? We have a two
bedroom furnished mission house available for families with this need

An application must be completed and reviewed, and a deposit is require

R A Racers!
3/3/12 Associational Race @ Liberty Hill Baptis

3/10/12 Regional Race @ Camp Kaleo

3/17/12 State Race @ Camp Kaleo
For more info call Willie \826124470
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